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SPIDER in Prism

The "SPIDER millions" story from the
November SPIDER newsletter has been
printed in the Jan/ Feb edition of Prism.
Although the figures are already out of
date, this should provide some good
publicity for the system, highlighting
SPIDER's essential role in a significant
proportion of teaching at the University.

General Updates

Documentation

The SPIDER documentation is currently
undergoing an update to include all the
new features and changes that have
been made over the last year or so.
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The documentation is available from
links on the login page or via SPIDER's
help pages
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File storage

In response to user requests, the space
available in the myAssignments and
myFiles tools has been increased.
Storage is now 10Mb (was 5Mb)
allowing student users to upload and
store a larger number of files.

Groups

The groups tool allows staff (and
student) users to create groups that
have their own private discussion, chat
room and "info" page. The layout of the
tool has been improved and the listing of
"myGroups" now indicates the type of
group (class, department or personal)
and whether the individual is the owner
or just a member of the group.
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Staff tools

Class content

Class content is displayed under
"session” tabs indicating which academic
session the material belongs to. When
editors view content, the can now see an
option to enable them to quickly move
any number of uploaded files between
session tabs, or assign it to all tabs.
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Class lists

SPIDER allows class editors and admins
to get class list information directly from
the Oracle database used by PEGASUS.
A new feature has been added to allow
the option of merging the Oracle list with
the current SPIDER list or to simply
replace it.

SQuID

The Student Quiz Information Database
is the SPIDER tool that allows staff to
view student progress and achievement
in SPIDER's online quizzes and
assessments.

The tool now gives the option of viewing
all results for all quizzes assigned to one
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class, allowing staff to quickly assess
student performance for all the quizzes.
"Distinction” and "fail* marks are

etc) is available via admin tools to sub
admin and admin users.
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In development

The next month will see various minor
changes to the SPIDER system. I've yet
to complete the changes to allow the
upload of zip archives to allow multiple
files to be uploaded at once, and several
other feature requests are awaiting the
attention of myself, Tim and anyone else
willing to put in some coding time.

The results view page now indicates to
non-editor/ admins the status of the
results (live/ pending), whether a student
is registered on SPIDER, and the names
of non-registered users are now pulled
from the class list (if available).

SPIDER uses Linux, Apache,
MySQL and PHP aka "LAMP"

all code developed in house by
lan Thompson, Tim Plumridge,
lan Thurlbeck and Fraser
Murray

A summary status of all exams for the
classes on the cluster (live, locked, stats
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